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TRANSFER OF NORTHERN SARKARS

Salabat Jung was forced to resign his po wers to his brother, Nizam Ali
Khan, soon after his arrival in Hyderabad in 1759. Since then he was only a
nominal ruler till he was thrown into prison on My 6,1762.1

Nizam Ali Khan wanted to avenge his defeat at the hands of Marathas
which resulted in the shameful Treaty at Udgir in 1760. According to this
Treaty, the Nizam promised to cede to the Marathas the Fortresses of Dou-
lathabad, Sewneree, Asirgarh, Bijapur, a part of Btdar and also the Subah of
Aurangabad excepting the city and ivtoparghanas, SittaraandHarole. These
territories yielded an annual revenue of more than 62 lakhs of Rupees. So,
he was willrng to make friendship with the English at any cost and left for the
Northern Sarkars with an idea to bring the Sarkars under his control and also
to negotiate with the English at Masulipatam. Though he was holding office
of the Diwan, he was possessing almost all the powers for all practical
purposes*2

The death of Ananda Razu, the most powerful chief in the Sarkars,
was the most welcome sign to Nizam Ali Khan to subdue the whole province.
So, Vijiarania Razu n, having heard of Nizam AlTs march towards that
country was very much afraid that his own credit and prestige were at stake.
He implored the English to come to his rescue by sending a party of 200
soldiers and 1000 sepoys with two guns and a Sardar, so that, Nizam Ah
Khan, on hearing of the arrival of the English detachment, mightmake some
easy terms.3
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